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This paper offers a method to measure the distribution of niches of two types of social
organizations, Internet sites and voluntary organizations, based on the socio—demographic
characteristics of their members. It examines the niches of Internet sites based on age
and education of site visitors and those of voluntary organizations based on age,
education, and occupational prestige of their members. The method to measure
organizational niches makes it possible not only to understand the niche width of
organizations but also to examine the extent to which organizations potentially compete
and coexists. This leads to a method to recognize the way organizational environments
influence the performance of individual organizations ecologically. To conclude, this
paper shows that organizations are socially embedded through a process of pariticiation
in which individual members choose their organizations not randomly, but based on their

socio—demographic characteristics.



